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R.W.BOLSTAD RETIRES 


On the last day of this year Mr. R.W. 
Bolstad turned over the official reins 
of our company to — in his own words 
— “A most worthy successor, George 
P. Destounis”. Mr. Bolstad will con- 
tinue as a director of the company and 
a member of our executive committee. 

Born in Fertile, Minnesota, Rube 
Bolstad spent the summers of his early 
years on the family farm and has never 
lost his love of the land and the great 
outdoors. To this day he spends every 
minute he can spare from his multi- 
tudinous activities on his own farm 
located in King City, a few miles 
outside of Toronto. 

After graduating in accountancy he 
joined C.H. Preston and Company of 
Minneapolis in 1922, and three years 
later was initiated into the motion 
picture business as an accountant for 
F & R Theatres in the same city. He 
liked what he saw and the people he 
met and decided there and then what 
his life’s work would be. 

In 1928 he was appointed chief 
accountant of the Minnesota Amuse- 
ment Company, and in 1930 moved 
to Canada as comptroller of Famous 
Players Canadian Corporation. He took 
on the responsibilities of full Canadian 
citizenship just as soon as he was 
eligible. 

Elected vice-president and treasurer 
of the corporation in 1941, he was 


elevated to president and managing 
director in 1963. 

Rube Bolstad’s activities within and 
outside the motion picture industry 
are legion. A member of the Variety 
Club of Ontario since its inception he 
served two terms as Chief Barker and 
is the proud possessor of the club’s 
Heart award for outstanding humani- 


tarian service. A member of the — 


Canadian Picture Pioneers he was 
named Pioneer of the Year in 1961 
and served two years as president of 
that organization. He is also a past 
chairman of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry Council of Canada. 

In addition to his industry activities 
he is a member of the Taxation 
Committee of the Toronto Board of 
Trade and a past president of the 
Citizen’s Research Institute of Canada. 
Never too busy to give of himself 
and his time, he has chaired the 
motion picture industry's divisions of 
the Canadian Cancer Fund, Canadian 
Council of Christians and Jews, and 
many hospital and_ philanthropic 
drives. He is a member of Metropolitan 
Lodge of the A.F. & A.M. 

Married to Ethel E. daughter of 
E.G. Hall, they have one married 
daughter Shirley and three grand- 
children. His main recreations, besides 
his grandchildren are hunting and 
fishing. 


R.W. BOLSTAD 


GEORGE P. DESTOUNIS 
PRESIDENT AND MANAGING 
DIRECTOR, FAMOUS PLAYERS 
CANADIAN CORP. 


On January ‘st, 1969, George 
Destounis assumed the title and re- 
sponsibilities of president and 
managing director of the far-flung and 
diverse empire known as Famous 
Players Canadian Corporation. His 
meteoric rise from usher to president 
is in the truest Horatio Alger tradition, 
and his many friends and associates 
hailed the news with the warmest 
acclaim ever accorded an appointment 
within our industry. 

George learned the hard facts of 
life at an early age. To supplement the 
family income he hawked the Montreal 
Gazette mornings, and even though 
under age for toting a gun, acted as a 
Brinks guard several afternoons a 
week. In 1940 he received an urgent 
call to fill in as an usher at the Regent 
theatre, which made it a 5.00 A.M. to 
midnight stint. 

He enlisted in the armed forces 
during the war, but a few days later 
was released on a medical technicality. 
To feel that he was contributing some- 
thing to Canada’s war effort he went 
to work in a munitions plant, con- 
tinued ushering each evening, and also 
kept his job with Brinks on a part- 
time basis. 

Because of the wartime manpower 
shortage George was forced into a 
‘Jack of all trades’ role and learned the 
business from every conceivable angle. 
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GEORGE P.DESTOUNIS 


In 1944, ‘by a stroke of fate’ as he 
puts it, he got the nod to move over to 
the Monkland as manager, and two 
years later moved to the Strand where 
the manager in addition to his normal 
managerial chores also did his own 
booking. George early developed the 
habit of screening everything with any 
potential before cOmmitting it to his 
screen. To this day he screens several 
nights each week. 

In 1947 he was assigned to the 
booking department of United Amuse- 
ment Corporation, and in_ rapid 
succession he became head booker, 
buyer and general manager of the 
corporation, which culminated in his 
election as executive vice-president of 
United. In 1966, while vacationing in 
Florida he was prevailed upon by Mr. 
Bolstad to move over to Famous in a 
similar capacity. 

In 1958 United Amusements be- 
came involved in distribution through 
Atlas Films Company, which neces- 
sitated frequent trips by George to 
Italy and France in search of sufficient 
native French product to place his 
company in a competitive position in 
Quebec. He also became a frequent 
and welcome visitor at all the distribu- 
tion offices in New York and formed 
many close and lasting ties with the 
heads of the various companies he did 
business with. He also made a point of 
attending as many TOA and NATO 
conventions and seminars as he could 
fit into his very busy schedule. In his 
spare time he managed to attend the 
executive training programs sponsored 
by TOA in Chicago, New York and 
Philadelphia. 


George loves all competitive sports 
and played amateur football as a 
middie guard, and as a defenseman in 
hockey. He likes to golf — although he 
frankly admits that some of his part- 
ners have a less flattering name for his 
efforts, and at handball, when he 
‘kills’ the ball, everybody on the court 
instinctively ducks. As a_ sideline 
George does a little fishing in season, 
and proudly displays two trophies for 
the largest catch of the season in Lac 
O'Neill. To complete the sporting 
cycle. George has also done some 
wrestling and boxing, and also organ- 
ized and played in the Montreal film 
row bowling league. Incidentally, the 
man is a Southpaw, and uses his left 
hand for everything except writing and 
pitching. 

A lover of horseflesh, George got 
that way quite by accident. His father 
owned a restaurant in Snowdon which 
is just a stone’s throw from three 
major tracks. The owners and trainers 
used to drop in for a cup of coffee, 
took a liking to the young fellow they 
met and invited him to watch the 
ponies work out. He was too young to 
be admitted to the track and had to 
watch over the fence. He loves this 
Sport of Kings and would cross the 
continent to see his favourites run. He 
has also owned and raced his own 
horses. 

George is a member of the Canadian 
Picture Pioneers and is second Chief 
Barker of the Variety Tent of Ontario. 
He was inducted into the F.P. twenty 
five year club last November. George 
and Kay Destounis live on a quiet 
street in the Forest Hill section of 
Metro Toronto. 
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1 THE ONLY TIME ALL THREE CHAPLAINS WERE PRESENT AT A VARIETY 
MEETING — LEFT TO RIGHT, RABBI REUBEN SLONIM, THE LATE REV. 
RAY MCLEARY, CHIEF BARKER R.W. BOLSTAD AND FATHER GEORGE 
CHERRIER. 

2 BEN GELDSALER PRESENTING R.W. BOLSTAD WITH A COLOUR PHOTO- 
GRAPH BY CAVOUK, OF HIS GRANDCHILDREN, CHRISTMAS 1966. 

3 SURROUNDED BY PAST CHIEF BARKERS OF VARIETY AT DINNER HON- 
OURING VISITING INTERNATIONAL CHIEF BARKER ROTUS HARVEY. 

4A MILLION DOLLAR VISION — FOR VARIETY’S HEART FUND. 

5R.W. BOLSTAD RECEIVING ‘PIONEER OF THE YEAR AWARD’ FROM 
CANADIAN PICTURE PIONEER PRESIDENT FRANK FISHER IN OCTOBER 
OF 1961. 

6 FLANKED BY CHIEF BARKER N.A. TAYLOR AND PREVIOUS YEAR’S 
AWARD WINNER JAMES R. NAIRN, R.W. BOLSTAD ACCEPTS VARIETY’S 
HEART AWARD. 

Dire Paes PLANS FOR THE ‘'TEN COMMANDMENTS” WITH CECIL B.-° 
DEMILLE. ‘ 

8 WITH MAYOR VIC COPPS OF HAMILTON AT THE INDUSTRY’S DIAMOND 
JUBILEE DINNER. 

9R.W. BOLSTAD PRESENTING THE LATE GEORGE FORMBY WITH 
VARIETY’S GOLD LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR HIS WORK IN RAISING $30,000 
FOR THE HEART FUND. 


MARTIN S. DAVIS MAKING THE 


INTATION TO R.W. BOLSTAD 


NOSTALGIA AND HUMOUR HIGHLIGHT 
TESTIMONIAL TO R.W. BOLSTAD 


Two hundred and fifty life-long 
friends, associates and fellow em- 
ployees turned out in force to honour 
retired president of Famous Players 
Reuben W. Bolstad at a testimonial 
dinner at the Inn on the Park in 
Toronto on Friday evening, January 
3rd. They came from Puerto Rico, 
California, Florida, Minnesota and all 
across Canada to pay tribute and 
demonstrate their affection and ad- 
miration of this respected industry 
leader, a pillar of strength in his 
community, and above all, friend and 
confidant to so many for so long. 

It was a nostalgic and emotion- 
packed evening with greetings from 
the Prime Minister of Ontario delivered 
by the Hon. Allan Grossman. His 
Worship Mayor William S. Dennison 
speaking on behalf of the city, and an 
old school pal of Rube Bolstad from 
Fertile, Minn., Judge Milton Mason 
whom he hadn't seen in over fifty 


years, reminiscing about their boyhood 
escapades. Norman Robertson, an old 
buddy spoke about their personal ex- 
periences and Haskell Masters, in his 
own inimitable, highly volatile style, 
filled in Rube’s business background. 

Representing Paramount Pictures 
Corporation in New York were Martin 
S. Davis, executive vice-president and 
chief operating officer, Dan Lala, 
treasurer of the company, and an old 
friend Barney Balaban, honorary 
chairman. 

The evenings proceedings were 
climaxed with a presentation by 
Martin Davis of an elegant Patek- 
Philippe timepiece suitably engraved 
to the guest of honour. 

Co-chairmen of the dinner were 
Jack Fitzgibbons and Dan Krendel, 
and from the comments, it was an 
unqualified success and a most enjoy- 
able and memorable event. 


HUGH CAULFIELD 
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